
We are thrilled to announce Visit Fairfield has 
opened a California Welcome Center inside the 
Jelly Belly Factory! 

This welcome center is one of only three 
approved by Visit California for 2019. It is part 
of a statewide network of 18 visitor centers 
staffed by local travel experts who share 
resources and travel ideas for the local area, the 
region, and the state. 

The Visit Fairfield team has been working 
diligently on the opening of our California 
Welcome Center for more than six months. As 
a huge tourism attraction in our area centrally 
located off Highway 12 and near Interstate 
80, the Jelly Belly Factory was a natural fit for 
a location. 

Our welcome center will feature a modern 
farmhouse theme. In addition to being able 

But the Welcome Center will also be a valuable tool 
for the local community! It will be a place where 
you can:

• Purchase Fairfield gifts and memorabilia, 
including shirts, mugs and postcards

• Learn about upcoming events
• Explore all there is to see and do in Northern 

California and statewide and plan your 
next vacation

• Discover new attractions and tasting 
rooms in Fairfield

• Volunteer to be a tourism concierge! Email 
anthony@cwcfairfield.com for more information

Also in the works for 2020 is a Visit Fairfield 
visitor’s center in Suisun Valley! This will be the 
perfect pairing with the California Welcome Center 
at Jelly Belly, as we will be well positioned to offer 
travel advice to visitors no matter where they are 
exploring in Fairfield!

to provide advice on where to eat, where to stay, 
and what wineries to visit, the Welcome Center 
will offer free maps and brochures on local and 
statewide attractions.

Travelers often are looking to experience as much 
as possible, and the ability to connect directly with 
a knowledgeable local can be the difference in 
creating a truly memorable vacation rather than just 
a quick stop. 

VISIT FAIRFIELD OPENS CALIFORNIA WELCOME CENTER
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FAIRFIELD'S NEW CITY MANAGER: Stefan Chatwin
Stefan Chatwin comes to Fairfield with a wealth of 
experience in both the public and private sectors. 
He was previously the city manager in Imperial for 
three years and held city leadership positions in 
both Idaho and Utah. 
 
What about the city manager position in Fairfield 
appealed to you? 
Fairfield has always been a crossroads for me. I’ve 
passed through many times over the years on my 
way to Sacramento, San Francisco and Napa. 
 
When this position became available, I was focused 
on Southern California and really not looking to leave 
Imperial. But I reviewed the opportunity here and it 
seemed like a great fit for my family and my skills. 
 
We have a lot of stability here in Fairfield, both on 
the council and with city managers. There hasn’t 
been a lot of turnover in recent years. Seeing that 
Sean (Quinn, former city manager) came back as 
the interim said a lot to me about this city and the 
people who serve it. 
 
You started in January and hit the ground running! 
What are some of your goals as city manager? 
I’ve really enjoyed getting to know our senior 
leadership and staff. I appreciate the talent and 
wisdom we have and want to continue to encourage 
and develop that. I’ve also met with our council 
members, learning about their priorities and the 
things that are important to their constituents. 
Ultimately, I want to make sure we are focusing 
on responding to the community’s needs. Many 
important issues have been identified and I look 
forward to working with city staff and leadership to 
develop effective strategies to address them.

Our staff has accomplished many great things in 
support of Fairfield and our various communities, 

especially with encouraging growth and recruiting 
businesses to town. We’re going to continue to 
engage with existing businesses and develop new 
opportunities that will bring more jobs to this area. 
 
Another goal of mine is to build on the incredible 
diversity we have in our community. We want to 
celebrate that and make sure it is also reflected in 
our staff, from the leadership level through the ranks. 
 
What do you see as Fairfield’s greatest strengths? 

We have terrific people who live here who are 
invested in this community. They are here to stay 
and they are the foundation we will continue to 
build upon. 
 
Travis Air Force Base is an incredible asset to our 
community. The economic and social impacts Travis 
has on Fairfield is tremendous and we need to do all 
we can to protect that.
 
Our location is ideal! It’s the best of all worlds—you 
have wine country, you have downtown Fairfield 
with excellent restaurants, there are so many 
places to hike, and I’ve 
been blown away by 
the opportunities to 
golf. There is not just 
one identity here, there 
are many, and I think 
that is one of the many 
beauties of this area. 
You really have a hub 
here with spokes that 
go to so many different 
areas where you can 
explore. Fairfield is 
a perfect place for a 
home base.

What is your favorite Jelly Belly flavor? Have you 
ever played BeanBoozled? 

I’ve been eating Jelly Belly jelly beans for years but 
I haven’t done the BeanBoozzled challenge yet. I’m 
sure I’ll do it the next time my son and daughter are 
in town, they’re more adventurous than me. But I love 
root beer and I’m a sucker for the traditional flavors. 
 
Please tell us a little about yourself!

I’ve been married for 29 years to my wife, Molly and 
we have four children—Meg, 26, Addie, 23, Hayden, 
21, and Porter, 17—and a mini dachshund named 
Charlie. Porter’s about to graduate high school and 
we’ll be empty nesters soon! We’re finding ourselves 
with weekends open now and it’s an adventure for 
us to discover new interests and hobbies, especially 
exploring all Solano County has to offer. 
 
What is one thing people would be surprised to 
know about you?

I’m a little league baseball umpire. I’ve umpired at 
district and state levels in Idaho and California and 
I’m looking forward to getting to know the local 
little leagues here. If they ever need someone to 

umpire a few games, I would 
love to do that!



Even with all the responsibilities that come with 
owning and managing two restaurants, Mankas 
Backdoor Grill Chef Lindsey Chelini loves to cook 

“on the line.” 

“That’s where I’m truly happy,” said Chelini, who 
opened the new Fairfield restaurant at the former 
Mankas Steakhouse location in December. “I love 
food, creating dishes, and that ability to be creative. 
I also love the adrenaline of being in the kitchen.”

It has been an exciting few months for her too. 
Chelini has owned and managed Vacaville’s 
Backdoor Bistro since it opened as a pop-up 
restaurant in 2012. A Vacaville native who studied 
at Napa Valley Cooking School and worked as a 
line cook at a Calistoga Michelin-star restaurant, 
Chelini prepares her dishes with an emphasis 
on farm-to-fork.

She never intended to add another restaurant to 
her plate, especially when her son, Mikey, 2, is still 
young. But when Mankas Steakhouse closed in 

late 2019, she and 
her husband Rico 

As the buds break on our grapevines and signs of 
spring fill the air, Suisun Valley prepares for one 
of its largest and most popular events of the year- 
Passport Sunday! 

This annual celebration is April 19 from 11am to 
4pm and highlights the wines, farms and food in 
our valley. Hosted by the Suisun Valley Vintners 
and Growers Association, Passport Sunday 
invites guests to travel to participating tasting 
rooms throughout the Suisun Valley, where 
they can enjoy wine and olive oil tastings, barrel 
tastings, delicious food, live music, local jam and 
honey, and more! Local chefs and restaurants 
are paired with each winery, serving scrumptious 
small bites that complement the wines. 

This event is very popular, drawing in guests 
from throughout Solano County and beyond. 
Guests are welcome to travel at their own pace, 
visiting as many venues as they’d like between 
11am and 4pm. 

2020 Participants include: 
BackRoad Vines

Caymus Vineyards

G V Cellars

Il Fiorello Olive Oil Company

Jelly Belly Candy Company  
and the new California Welcome Center

Mangels Vineyards

Mankas Backdoor Grill

Plough Family Vineyards

Suisun Creek Winery

Suisun Valley Filling Station 

Suisun Valley Wine Co-op (featuring Sunset Cellars, 
Blacksmith Cellars and King Andrews Vineyard) 

Tenbrink Vineyards and Tolenas Winery

Wooden Valley Winery

A Passport ticket, which includes food and wine at 
all participating locations, is $60 per person.

A Designated Driver ticket, which includes food 
at all locations and any non-alcoholic beverages, 
is $20 per person.

Visit suisunvalley.com to purchase your tickets 
and select your starting location.

Brunch with the Easter Bunny  
& Mr. Jelly Belly
April 11, 10-11:30am
Jelly Belly Candy Company | jellybelly.com

Kids Day of Fishing
April 18, 7:30am-2pm
Fairfield Civic Center pond | kidsdayoffishing.org

Rush Ranch Open House
April 25, 10am-3pm
Rush Ranch | solanolandtrust.org

Lynch Canyon Kite Festival
May 2, 12-4pm
Lynch Canyon | solanolandtrust.org

Lynch Canyon Trail Run
June 1, 8-11am
Lynch Canyon | solanolandtrust.org

Spring Adventures
IN FAIRFIELD
The hills are green, the wildflowers are blooming, 
and the buds just opened on our Suisun & Green 
Valley Valley vines. Spring is breaking through the 
cold of winter, and with it comes the promise of 
new adventures. 

Outdoor Adventures
Rockville Hills Regional Park has over two dozen 
trails to explore, many filled with wildflowers and 
newly filled creeks from the winter rains. The entire 
park is a vibrant green and the vistas overlooking 
the valley are breathtaking. 

Go fly a kite at Lynch Canyon! This park between 
Fairfield and Vallejo is so ideal for kite-flying that 
the Solano Land Trust hosts a kite flying festival 
here in May. 

Rush Ranch is a great place to visit year-round, but 
in the spring, it too is full of wildflowers and wildlife. 
Rush Ranch is a cattle ranch that also features horses, 
a blacksmith shop, a visitor center and hiking trails. 

Ride the Spring Train
Admire picturesque views of our hills, Mt. Diablo 
and the Suisun Marsh on board the Scenic Limited, 
the Western Railway Museum’s April spring train. 

Celebrate the return of spring on board a lovingly 
restored electric train on this 11-mile, one-hour 
adventure for the entire family. See the wildflowers 
that dot the countryside and the animals in the 
fields. Purchase a first-class ticket and enjoy cookies 
and lemonade in the parlor car.

The Scenic Limited has departures three times a day 
every Wednesday, Saturday, and Sunday throughout 
the month of April. General admission is $10 adults 
and $7 children 2 to 14. Admission includes all 
activities at the railway museum.

Hello, May!
By May, the spring and early summer events in 
Fairfield will be in full swing.

Food Truck Friday at Wooden Valley Winery and 
Vezer Family Vineyard’s VezerStock concert series 
begin in May. The spring months is also when many 
of our wineries kick off live music on the weekends.

The Fairfield Main Street Association’s downtown 
Farmers Market opens April 30 and will continue 
Thursdays, 3pm to 7pm, through the end 
of September.

Please visit VisitFairfieldCA.com/events for more 
information on what’s happening in Fairfield.

MORE SPRING EVENTS:

Passport Sunday

GET TO KNOW THE NEW Mankas Backdoor Grill
met with building owner Frank Vezer and saw a 
great opportunity.

“I know it sounds crazy - two restaurants,” she 
exclaimed. “But Suisun Valley is up and coming. 
It’s beautiful, and this can really be a place where 
people can enjoy themselves. I’m also very excited 
to bring the style of food I’m known for to the area. 
We’re very focused on farm-to-fork.”

She built her new team at Mankas Backdoor Grill 
with about 75% of former Mankas Steakhouse 
employees. The popular dish, Frank’s Rib-Eye, 
remains on the menu.

It’s important though for Mankas Backdoor Bistro 
to have its own identity, the chef said. And it is 
starting to come through with the new menu. She 
looks forward to the spring and summer months, 
when fresh local produce is readily available. She is 
also planning highlighting special deals, like Wine 
Wednesday, when corkage is free on all bottles.

She is having a blast creating new dishes. Through 
collaborations with her kitchen staff – “they are 
bomb cooks!”—some plates have an ethnic flare, 
like the queso fundido appetizer and the shrimp 
and grits. 

Mankas Backdoor Grill is open for lunch and dinner, 
Tuesday to Sunday.

2522 Mankas Corner Road, Fairfield
707.428.1600 | mankasbackdoorgrill.com

http://suisunvalley.com
http://jellybelly.com
http://kidsdayoffishing.org
http://solanolandtrust.org
http://solanolandtrust.org
http://solanolandtrust.org
http://VisitFairfieldCA.com/events
http://mankasbackdoorgrill.com


Over the last four decades, Fairfield’s Jelly Belly 
Candy Company has become one of the most 
popular and beloved factory tours in the world. 
 
It's estimated over half a million come to 
Fairfield each year to go on the free self-guided 
tour above the factory floor.
 

“Even with all the people we get to meet, there 
is something special about meeting the 
visitors from Fairfield, many who have been 
to the factory over and over again for years,” 
said John Jamison, the company’s Director of 
Retail Operations. 
 

“There’s so much to do here and we try to change 
things up so there is always something new for 
our returning visitors and locals,” said Jamison, 
adding that the newest Jelly Belly flavor line, the 

“Fiery Five,” is now available and so hot, “you’re 
going to need milk or ice cream afterwards.”
 
Did you know there’s more than just jelly beans 
and candy confections at the world-famous 
factory? There’s wine too! 
 
Inside the second floor “Very Cherry” room is 
the Chocolate and Wine Experience, where 
guests 21 and older can enjoya flight of six 
Suisun Valley wines paired with premium 
chocolates and fudge from Jelly Belly’s 

Chocolate Shoppe. The pairings change with 
the season, allowing even returning guests to 
experience something new every time. 
 

“When you consider the close proximity of our 
wine region and the delectable chocolates we 
make here at the factory, it just made sense to pair 
them together,” said Jamison, who helped open 
the Chocolate & Wine Experience seven years ago. 

“Suisun Valley is known for its big reds but there 
are a lot of other varietals grown here that makes 
the valley very different from others nearby. At one 
location, you’re getting a mix of great local wines 
paired with chocolates.”
The Chocolate and Wine 
Experience is open daily, 
11am to 4pm, and is $20 per 
person ($13 for chocolates 
and apple cider). All guests 
receive a Jelly Belly souvenir 
wine glass and 'front of line' 
access on the free daily tour.
 
The factory tour—and the 
jelly bean samples—are 
always free.
 
If you’re looking for a more 
in-depth tour experience, 
enroll in Jelly Belly University 
and earn your degree in 

“Beanology!” Jelly Belly University, similar to the 
Chocolate & Wine Experience, is available only in 
Fairfield and allows guests the opportunity to go 
on the factory floor with their own tour guide, the 

“Dean of the Bean.” Jelly Belly University is $59 per 
person and advanced registration is required. 
 

“It’s a completely different experience than the free 
tour,” Jamison said. “A lot of locals may not know 
we offer it because they’re just used to coming here 
and doing the free tour. This could be something 
very special to do for themselves or when friends 

and family visit.”

Jelly Belly  
Candy Company 
1 Jelly Belly Lane, 
Fairfield
707-428-2838

Margaret Manzo has lived in Fairfield for over 20 
years, but she still remembers how she felt when 
she first moved here in 1998.

“As soon as I came to Fairfield, I felt at home,” said 
Manzo. “When I found Fairfield, I found my people.”

Manzo, now the Executive Director of the Fairfield 
Main Street Association, remembers she jumped 
headfirst into her new community. She lives in 
Green Valley and one of her first volunteer posts 
was helping to get the library built in Cordelia. She 
later served on school PTA’s and has been involved 
in a Green Valley mom’s group for 20 years.

But she is best known as the executive director 
of the Main Street association. She’s been at the 
helm for 10 years and has proudly watched the 
transformation of Texas Street. 

“We have so many activities, events, and amazing 
restaurants in downtown Fairfield,” she said. “We 
have 18 restaurants now, with almost every 
ethnicity to choose from. There is a lot to get 
excited about.”

Fairfield Farmers Market and Thursdays on the 
Green kicks off its 2020 season April 30. And 
Manzo and her team are already planning the 
Independence Day Parade and the Fairfield Tomato 
& Vine Festival. 

Amid all the excitement, she knows many people 
in her own community may not have ventured to 
the area in years. There is a disconnect, she added, 
between “old” and “new” Fairfield and she hopes to 
unite the two. 

“Some of my friends in Green Valley have not been 
downtown in five years or more,” she said. “There’s 
a convenience when you already have businesses 
and restaurants so close to you. But it’s only a few 
miles down the street to downtown.

“It’s all about supporting your community as a 
whole,” she said. “Why would you want to go to 
another community when you have everything you 
need right here in Fairfield?” 

“WHEN I FOUND FAIRFIELD, 
I FOUND MY PEOPLE.”

Wine & Chocolate Experience at Jelly Belly

MEET A LOCAL: Margaret ManzoWHY TOURISM?
Visitors contribute in many ways as they 
travel to and through Fairfield. Overnight 
stays at one of our many hotels in Fairfield 
generates transient occupancy tax revenue 
for the City. This tax, paid by visitors, added 
$3.1 million into the City’s general fund last 
year, helping our city implement critical 
programs and infrastructure projects that 
directly benefit you as a Fairfield resident. In 
fact, the tax revenue generated by visitors 
saves each household approximately $490 
per year! How can $3.1 million impact your 
City services? It could…

• Maintain all 25 City parks for 2 years, or

• Power all of the City’s street lights for six 
and a half years, or

• Completely cover the costs for a 
4-person fire engine company comprised 
of a Fire Captain, Fire Engineer, and two 
Firefighter/Paramedics across all three 
shifts for one year.

TAX REVENUE GENERATED 
BY VISITORS SAVES EACH 

HOUSEHOLD APPROXIMATELY 
$490 PER YEAR
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1000 Webster Street, 1st floor, Suite A
Fairfield, CA  94533
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